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Outline
§ LEARN

§ Background and History

§ Status

§ LEARN & COVID19
§ Challenges faced

§ Mitigating steps taken

§ Visible Outcome

§ Shortcomings
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LEARN - HISTORY
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LEARN Connectivity 
(VPLS)

4

BackupMain
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LEARN – Network
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2Gbps

Highest local link bandwidth

▪ University of Peradeniya

▪ University of Moratuwa

20Mbps 

Lowest local link bandwidth 

▪ Members with the higher
bandwidths also have separate
backup links from a second service
provider

▪ 300 Mbps - 1 Gbps→ 100 Mbps

▪ > 1Gbps → 200 Mbps

77Connections Optical Fiber
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LEARN as an NREN



LEARN and COVID19

8

§ Challenges faced
§ Managing Work (Study) From Home for Higher Education Sector of the Country

§ Mitigating Steps taken

§ Platforms for Synchronous and Asynchronous Activities (Teaching/Learning mainly)

§ Free data access to VCon. (Zoom) and LMS (Moodle) systems

§ Any visible Outcome
§ Significant increase in usage

§ Any shortcomings
§ Infrastructure resource limitations and members (mostly students) in remote dark

spots and lack of proper devices
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LEARN 
and 

COVID19

March 11
First Local Case

March 13
Schools/Unis Closed

March 23
Online in HEI Started
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LEARN 
and 

COVID19

Visible 
Outcome

* Data collection in progress and incomplete data
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Shortco
mings…

Zoom On-
Premise

2 week ago
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Zoom On-
Premise

This Week

Shortco
mings…
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Shortco
mings…

Remote 
Areas / 

Dark Spots
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Thank you!
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